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Meris Greges 

29938 Thach Rd 

Athens, AL 35613 

Next Meeting. Tuesday June 21 6:15 PM. deciBel Research;  
325 Bob Heath Drive in Huntsville in Research Park.   

Trailer Safety. See Page 1. 

TVDCTA Bits Advertising Rates 

Business Card…. $5/mo.         1/4 Page……$10/mo. 

1/2 Page……….. $17/mo.         Full Page…..$30/mo. 

Sponsor Strip… $7/mo.          Classified*…….$2/ line/mo 

----Advertise for 5 months, get the 6th month free!---- 

Classified ads will also be placed on our web site and may 

include a photo (counts as an extra line). 

Please send advertising copy with payment (payable to 

TVDCTA) to: Paulette Harrell, 3113 Hale Drive, Huntsville, 

AL 35805 or digital copies can be emailed to 

paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com  

*Members may place one free classified ad (up to 3 full width 

lines) per newsletter. 

Do you have a horse keeping, fitness, training, 

or time saving tip you would like to share?  

How about a question or a neat photo? Contri-

butions  for the newsletter are encouraged!!  

Please have submissions in by the 25th of the 

month prior to the issue.  Items are subject to 

change at the editor’s discretion.  Contribu-

tions my be mailed or submitted via email to 

meris@mcn.net.  If you would like your mailed 

material returned, please include a SASE.  Mail 

contributions to Meris Greges; 29938 Thach Rd; 

Athens, AL 35613  

Our neighboring GMO, the Birmingham Dressage and Combined Training Association, is looking for dona-

tions to help fellow equestrians who were hit with the April 27 tornados.  Please see http://bdcta.com/ for 

information on how to help. 
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TVDCTA Bits  
This Month…. 

Trailer Safety 1 

2011 Meeting Info 1 

April Meeting   

Minutes 
2 

All About E-Trak 3 

Calendar of Events 5 

Classifieds 6 

Important Dates 

• June 11, 2011  

TVDCTA Show at 

Steel Prize Stables, 

Madison, AL  

• June 21, 2011   

Meeting.  Presenta-

tion by Bill Fioren-

tino about Trailer 

Safety.  See article to 

right.  

• July 19, 2011    

Meeting.  An update 

on the library by 

Cynthia Moore.  See 

Meeting Schedule to 

Right. 

• Aug 16, 2011     

Meeting.  Discussion 

Topic still TBD.  See 

Meeting Schedule to 

Right. 

• Aug 27, 2011 Clos-

ing Date for Sept 10 

Schooling Show. 

• Sept 10, 2011 

TVDCTA Schooling 

Show at Red Horse 

Ridge.  

June 2011 

Newsletter of the Tennessee Valley  Dressage and Combined Training Association 

Bill Fiorentino will be discussing trailer safety 
at the June meeting. Bill has been a horse 
trailer dealer for about 30 years and is now 
affiliated with Mid-South Trailers. 
 
He will cover a range of topics from buying a 
used trailer, tow vehicles, tires, anything else 
the about which the audience has questions, 
and "the secret trailer safety device." 
 
Many years ago there was a debate in the on-
line trailer groups about whether a large horse 
(17+ hands) could fit in a slant load trailer. 
Since his wife, Judith, had been hauling large 
horses in slant loads for many years, Bill wrote “The Great Slant Load Debate”.  
That seemed to settle the question.  You can find a copy of this article at: 
http://merhowtrailers.com/Slant_Load.html 
 
Please join us to explore this topic and have your trailer safety questions an-
swered.  The meeting will be held on June 21, 2011, at deciBel Research.  325 
Bob Heath Dr in Research Park in Huntsville.  Dinner will start at 6:15 with 
the speaker beginning at 6:30 and the Business Meeting at 7:15.  All members 
and guests are welcome to attend. 

Trailer Safety presentation at June Meeting by Bill Fiorentino 

TVDCTA Member Meeting Schedule 

• June 21 —Presentation by Bill Fiorentino about Trailer Safety (See above). 

This will be a “Tailgating” Pot Luck.  Please bring a dish to share and email 

Sally at sally@dbresearch.net to let her know what you are bringing or if 

you need ideas.  

• July 19 — A Review of what is in the TVDCTA library from our Librarian 

Cynthia Moore.   

• Aug 16 — Meeting.  This meeting will be a local restaurant.  Discussion 

topics still to be determined.  Please watch your email for details.  

All meetings (except Aug) will be held at deciBel Research (325 Bob Heath Dr in 

Research Park in Huntsville) unless otherwise noted.  Notifications will be sent 

via e-mail prior to the meetings.  Dinner will start at 6:15 with the speaker be-

ginning at 6:30 and the Business Meeting at 7:15.  All members and guests are 

welcome to attend. 

Please contact Meetings and Programs committee members if you would like 
more information or have ideas for topics. 
Sally Colocho, (256)232-1054; sally@dbresearch.net 
Sonja Rich, (256)303-4020; danceebottoms@yahoo.com 
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TVDCTA Officers 

President: Judith Fiorentino 

125 Christopher Dr. 

Madison, AL 35757 

256-837-5474 

steelprize@knology.net 

 

Vice President:  Open 

 

Secretary: Sally Colocho 

310 N Jefferson St 

Athens, AL 35611 

256-232-1054 

sally@dbresearch.net 

 

Treasurer: Paulette Harrell 

3113 Hale Drive 

Huntsville, AL 35805 

256-652-4007 
paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com 

 

TVDCTA Committees 

 
Awards 

Debbie Hill, (256) 656-9762,  
LHill454545@aol.com 
Shows, Clinics, and Judges: 

Judith Fiorentino, (256)837-5474 
steelprize@knology.net 
Jane Dougert, (321)-537-2049,  
janedougert@yahoo.com 
Meetings and Programs 

Sally Colocho, (256)232-1054 
sally@dbresearch.net 
Sonja Rich, (256)303-4020 
danceebottoms@yahoo.com 
Newsletter and Website 

Meris Greges, (256) 233-1604, 
meris@mcn.net 
Bob Duncan, (256) 895-9816,  
bduncan@hiway.net 
Membership and Budget 

Paulette Harrell, (256)652-4007 
paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com 
Librarian 

Cynthia Moore, (256)325-7041 
neptune75@knology.net 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Sabrina Byrum, (256)851-5504  
sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 
Publicity 

Sally Colocho, (256)232-1054 
sally@dbresearch.net 
CT Coordinator 

Available 
CT Volunteer Coordinator 

No CT competitions planned for 2011 
 

Mission Statement 

TVDCTA is a non-profit organization dedicated to encouraging a high 

standard of horsemanship through the use of classical dressage tech-

niques. The TVDCTA will disseminate educational material, sponsor and 

promote activities (such as clinics, seminars and competitions), and coop-

erate with other local and national organizations in developing and pro-

moting better horsemanship. 

The business meeting was called to order at 7:20 PM. 

Eleven people attended the presentation and the meeting.  Thank you to Elaine 

McCutcheon for providing us with information on products for cleaning and wa-

terproofing. 

Minutes of the March Meeting were approved. 

Our Vice President announced that she had received a phone call from our Presi-

dent explaining that due to time and commitment considerations, she would be 

resigning her position as President effective this meeting. 

Treasurer Report (Paulette Harrell): 

Tennessee Valley Dressage & Combined Training Association 
Member’s Meeting 
26 April 2011 

Show Deposit 4,228.33 
Show Expenses (261.01) 

Judge Fee, air, expenses (1458.80) 
Venue, stalls, meals (992.09) 

Portalet (75.00) 

Show Profit 243.10 

Beginning Balance 4,015.22 

Library Startup (500.00) 

Liability Insurance (425.00) 

Show Profit 243.10 

Advertising 50.00 

Membership 330.00 

Ending Balance 3,713.32 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership (Paulette Harrell): We now have over 70 members, receiving 3 re-
newals and 7 new memberships this month. 

Shows and Clinics (Judith Fiorentino): A Schooling Show Guide is now available 

within the Shows and Clinics committee to help with planning and running a 

TVDCTA Schooling Show. 

Arrangements have been confirmed with the judge for the June Show. 

Meetings and Programs:  The next scheduled meetings are:  

17 May 2011: From Schooling Show to Recognized Show 

21 June 2011: Trailer Safety,  

19 July 2011 

 

TVDCTA Bits June 2011 7 

Tennessee Valley Dressage and Combined Training Association Membership Application  

       

Primary Member Name:  ___________________________________________ Birth Date (for Juniors):    _____________  

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

          Phone: (_____) __________________    E-Mail Address:  _______________________________________ 

   

     Membership Type:  Please select either Individual Adult, Individual Junior, or Family Membership and  

     enter appropriate fee. 

      ____  Individual Adult Membership ($40) (USDF Dues $20, Club Dues $20)  

 

     ____  Individual Junior (under 21) Membership ($30) (USDF Dues $20, Club Dues $10)  

 

    ____  Family Membership ($50; covers two riders)  (USDF Dues $30, Club Dues $20)  

   Secondary Family Member Name: _________________________________  

         Birth Date (for Juniors):  _____________  

       Additional Family Membership Riders ($12 each) (USDF Dues $10, Club Dues $2)  

   ________Additional Family Rider 1 Name:  ___________________________________  

   Birth Date (for Juniors):  _____________  

________Additional Family Rider 2 Name:  ___________________________________  

   Birth Date (for Juniors):  _____________  

________Additional Family Rider 3 Name:  ___________________________________  

   Birth Date (for Juniors):  _____________  

________Additional Family Rider 4 Name:  ___________________________________  

   Birth Date (for Juniors):  _____________  

  _________ Total Membership Fee - A portion of your dues will be sent to USDF  

   

If a new member, how did you find out about TVDCTA?  (Which TVDCTA member should get the credit?)  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

      Are you interested in helping out with:  

             Awards - Budgets - Clinics - Shows - Combined Training - Librarian  

             Meetings/Programs - Membership - Newsletter - Nominating - Publicity - Volunteers  ?  

             Please make checks payable to TVDCTA. - Please submit renewals prior to November 30th.  

    Mail to:  Paulette Harrell, 3113 Hale Drive,  Huntsville, AL 35805  

    For more information, contact Paulette at (256) 652-4007  

      

 This organization is a USDF Group Member Organization and members are automatically USDF Group Members and are eligible for all 

USDF rider awards. 
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Member's (free) classified ads will also appear on the TVDCTA web site, www.tvdcta.org. Note that the pictures will be 

in color and larger if you look on the web! You may also submit pictures for inclusion in your ad. Please contact the 

editors to renew after three months. 

Classified Ads 

Portraits in pastel by Virginia Moon. Starting at 

$250.00 depending on travel. I will take photos of 

your horse. Call 859-0659 or email ginny-

moon@aol.com. 

Portraits by Cathy. Horses, dogs cats and children. 

Your favorite photo or I can take them for you. $150 

for a head only, $200 and up for the whole animal, 

depending on the amount of background, rider etc. 

Call 721-3946 or email me at czappe@mchsi.com. 

Morgan Mares:  Kate-8 year old reg. Morgan mare-

sound, trail rides, great dressage prospect, proven 

broodmare, trailers, shod regularly, good ground 

manners. Emma - coming 3 year old, sound Morgan 

mare, ties, hooves trimmed regularly, handled a 

LOT as a baby, people lover.  Price on both - make 

an offer.  See www.chanceyspeaceofheaven.com or 

call 256-603-0055 or Jackie8@aol.com.   

Horse Boarding.  Odenville, Alabama show stable.  

Very large indoor riding area and turnout.  $350 per 

month.  Call Tim at 205-629-7762.   

For Sale. 9y/o TB 

Gelding for sale.  Awe-

some temperament.  

Well known pony club 

and training level event 

horse, Hopi Dance.  

WB build, no vices, 

excellent ground man-

ners. $10,000 or make 

an offer.  Angela 256 

426-6614 or 

uab.2015@yahoo.com,  

FOR SALE Ladies Ariat tall dress boots, size 8.5, 

Med. height, full calf, back zipper, worn handful of 

times, in excellent condition, asking $200, contact 

Jane Dougert, 256-270-8035  

For Sale. 20 x 60 meter 
attractive PVC dressage 
arena.  Ready to set up 
in grass field, sand or 
wherever you have a 
flat space.  You disas-
semble.  You haul off. 
$650 Obo. Ginny Moon 
@ 2568590659 or gin-
nymoon@aol.com 
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Always available when you are... 

WHAT IS E-TRAK AND HOW DO I FIND IT? 

Available to all current USDF members, e-TRAK is a searchable data-

base of educational materials related to dressage and horses. Items 

include articles from USDF Connection, video clips from various USDF 

programs and other partners, audio interviews with Roemer Founda-

tion/USDF Hall of Fame inductees and articles in PDF format from 

other partners and sponsors, including the American Association of 

Equine Practitioners. 

 

WHAT IS THE COST OF E-TRAK? 

This great educational resource is included with any current USDF 

membership, including Group Membership! 

 

HOW DO I ACCESS E-TRAK? 

First, if you have not already done so, you will need to establish a 

login on the USDF Web site. If you have already established a login, 

click the login button in the upper right corner. Enter your login and 

password information. Once you are logged in, click the e-TRAK ban-

ner on the home page “Welcome to e-TRAK!” To start learning, type a 

word or phrase in the search box for your topic. For example, you 

might type “training pyramid” or “lateral work”. Items related to your 

topic will appear in a list on the bottom of the page, or as a series of 

video clips on the right hand side.  

 

If you aren’t comfortable with searching, or are unclear what you 

might be looking for, use the convenient menu in green at the top of 

the page.  

 

WANT MORE INFORMATION? 

For more information about e-TRAK, or see samples of what you can 

access, visit the USDF Web site, www.usdf.org, or contact the USDF 

office at usdressage@usdf.org. 

Group Member Benefits: 

• e-TRAK, providing unlimited online access to articles 

and videos on equine health care, training, and much 

more! 

• Subscription to the award-winning USDF Connection 

magazine 

• Access to the online version of USDF Connection 

• Eligibility to compete as rider and/or owner at 

USEF-licensed/USDF recognized 

• shows 

• Eligibility to compete for USDF Rider Awards 

• Eligibility to compete for Adequan/USDF Pas de Deux 

year-end awards 

• Access to “members only” section of the USDF Web site 

• E-newsletters sent by USDF, which helps Group Mem-

bers stay in touch 

• with what is happening at USDF and in the sport of 

dressage 

• A USDF Group Member card which can be used at USDF 

competitions and an online membership card available 

for printing, at any time, free of charge. 

• Discounted rates at USDF educational events.  

• Discount in the USDF store 

• Discount on memberships and subscriptions with 

USDF’s educational partners 

• Free one-year basic subscription to Barnby Notes 

• Eligibility to earn USDF University Program credit. 

• Eligibility to receive a Ruth Arvanette Memorial Fund 

grant, which funds convention attendance 

• Eligibility for the “L” Education Program 

• Grants funded by The Dressage Foundation are avail-

able to USDF 
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Join Us! 

Come and 

watch 

Contact 

Cynthia Moore 

(256) 325-7041 

neptune75@knology.net 

Enjoy the Show! 

Date 

June 11 

 

Start Time 

8:00AM 

 

Location 

Steel Prize Stables 

125 Christopher Dr 

Madison, AL 

Join us for this event sponsored by Tennessee Valley Dressage and Com-

bined Training Association (TVDCTA).  A schooling show is a great oppor-

tunity for riders and horses to gain experience, practice test riding and get the 

feel of competition.  

Become a member of TVDCTA and 

ride at reduced fees!  Show  entry and 

membership forms are available at 

www.tvdcta.org 

Spectators are welcome to watch the Saturday show free of charge .  
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June 11  
TVDCTA Schooling Show at Steel Prize Stables.  Madison, AL.  Judge: Leslie O'Neal-Olsen ( R ).  See 
www.tvdcta.org.  Closing Date May 28. 

June 11-12  Dressage by the River.  New Market, TN. USDF/USEF Dressage Show.  See www.-river-glen.com  

June 11-12  
The Good Horseman/Collecting Gaits Farm Annual Dressage Show 1st and 2nd Edition. Conyers, GA. 
USDF/USEF Dressage show. See www.goodhorseman.org  

June 18-19 
Poplar Place Farm June Dressage Show.  Hamilton, GA.  USDF/USEF Dressage show.  See 
www.poplarplacefarm.com 

July 

16-17 

Dressage at Greystone Farms.  Lynnville, TN.  USDF/USEF Dressage show.  See 
www.greystoneequestriancentershows.com 

Aug 

20-21 

Dressage at Greystone Farms.  Lynnville, TN.  USDF/USEF Dressage show.  See 
www.greystoneequestriancentershows.com 

Aug 

26-28 

Ole South Prelude and Breed Show and Dressage Classic. Murfreesboro, TN.  USDF/USEF Dressage 
Show.  See www.tndressage.com 

Sept 10 
TVDCTA Schooling Show at Red Horse Ridge.  Gurley, AL.  Judge: Mary Fowler (R). See 
www.tvdcta.org 

Sept 

10-11 

Dressage at Greystone Farms.  Lynnville, TN.  USDF/USEF Dressage show.  See 
www.greystoneequestriancentershows.com 

Sept 

10-11 

Poplar Place Farm September Dressage Show.  Hamilton, GA.  USDF/USEF Dressage show.  See 
www.poplarplacefarm.com 

Sept 

10-11 
Southern Hospitality Dressage Breeders Classic 1 and 2.  Conyers, GA.  See www.gdcta.org 

Sept 

17-18 

The Good Horseman/Collecting Gaits Farm Fall Dressage Show. Conyers, GA. USDF/USEF Dressage 
show. See www.goodhorseman.org 

Sept 18 
GHF Fall Dressage Sport Horse Breed Show #2. Conyers, GA. USDF/USEF Dressage show. See 
www.goodhorseman.org 

Oct 1-2 Blues City Dressage.  Germantown, TN.  USDF/USEF Dressage Show.  See www.deltadressage.com 

Oct 22 
TVDCTA Schooling Show at Flint Ridge Farm. Huntsville, AL. Judge: Dolly Hannon (S). See 
www.tvdcta.org 

Oct 

29-30 

TN State Championships and Harvest Classic Dressage.  Shelbyville, TN. USDF/USEF Dressage Show. 
See www.tndressage.com 

2011 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Did we miss something?  Are you hosting an event you would like to list?  Please email meris@mcn.net or  
bduncan@hiway.net to add things to the calendar.  A complete year’s listing can be found at tvdcta.org 

Items are subject to change at the editor’s discretion. 


