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Our Meeting Schedule:  

*December 13, Christmas 
Party with gift exchange,  6:30 

at Macaroni Grill, University 

Drive and Old Monrovia Rd.  

Regular meeting notifications 
will be sent via e-mail prior to 

the meetings. Dinner will start 
at 6:15 and the meeting will 

start at 6:30. All members and 
guests are welcome. Unless 

otherwise noted, meetings will 
take place at deciBel Research, 
325 Bob Heath Drive in 

Huntsvilleõs Research Park. 
Please contact Meetings and 

Programs committee members 
if you would like more infor-

mation or have ideas for top-

ics. 

Sabrina Byrum, 256-851-5504, 

sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 

Sally Colocho, 256-232-1054 

sally@dbresearch.net 
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Newsletter of the Tennessee Valley Dressage and Combined 

Training Association 

TVDCTA is a non-profit organization dedicated to encouraging a high standard of 

horsemanship through the use of classical dressage techniques. The TVDCTA will 

disseminate educational material, sponsor and promote activities (such as clinics, 

seminars and competitions), and cooperate with other local and national organiza-

tions in developing and promoting better horsemanship. 

Weõd like to express our Gratitude: 

 
At the last meeting, ballots were cast and counted and the ògreen foldersó and by-

laws were passed from 2011 Officers and Committee Chairs to those elected for 

2012. We appreciate those who are serving for 2012 and are very grateful for those 

who worked hard last year but decided to take a break and pass the opportunity to 

òfresh horsesó.  These include past President, Sonja Hinds, Committee Chairmen  

Debbie Hill (Awards), Jane Dougert (Shows, Clinics and Judges), Meris Greges 

(Newsletter and Website) and Sonja Rich (Meetings and Programs). 

By: Morgan Bailey Horan 

 
My horse Bruce is 11 going to be 12 in 
2012, I am 10 and will be 11 in 2012. I love 
my horse Bruce because we have a good 
time together and he keeps me safe. One 
time I was cantering in the field in front of 
my barn and we were coming around a 
corner and Bruce tripped. So I flew up on 
his neck, but he pulled himself up and 
turned so that I wouldnõt fall off of him. 
 
Iõm so thankful and blessed to have such a 
wonderful horse. I love to just walk him 
around the field to let him dry off from a 
nice bath. I used to be afraid to canter him 
anywhere, but now I trust him and my 
confidence is up. Now I can take him on 
trail rides in the woods and he doesnõt 
jump at deer. I show him in dressage (we 
are in training level) and I have jumped 

him over logs. I can canter him on fox hunts and he can also 
herd cows. When Iõm older and I go to college Iõm going to 
apply at Auburn University where I can be a vet so when I get 
out of Auburn, Bruce will be 20 years old but I am going to 
take good care of him until he passes on. I just love Bruce so 
much. 

(See Baileyõs beautiful artwork on page 8) 



Minutes From  The Last Meeting:  
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Beginning Balance  $5387.11 

Membership Deposit    $350.00 

September Show Expenses    ($42.76) 

USDF Convention Sponsor  ($600.00) 

October Newsletter  ($192.26) 

Ending Balance                $4902.09 

Tennessee Valley Dressage & Combined Training Association  

 Memberõs Meeting 

October 18, 2011 

 

Fifteen people attended the meeting which was called to order at 6:55 PM. 

Treasurer Report (Paulette Harrell): 

Our current bank has begun charging a $4 fee 

for the bank debit card. Paulette will look into 

other banking options. We must send our 

501c3 certification when it is received to fully 

activate our PayPal account. 

Membership  (Paulette Harrell): Seven membership renewals were received. 

Newsletter (Paulette Harrell): In order to cut costs where possible, the club will begin 

offering an opt out to members who do not require a paper version of the newsletter. An 

electronic copy will be mailed out when it is available and will continue to be available on 

the website. 

Shows and Clinics  (Judith Fiorentino): The last show of the season is on schedule and 

preparations are complete for October at Flint Ridge. 

Meetings and Programs (Sally Colocho and Sonja Rich): The next scheduled meetings 

are: 

November 15: Elections 

December 13: Christmas celebration. More details to follow. Please note that this is a 

week early due to holidays. Meetings will start at 6:15 

Nominations (Sally Colocho and Sonja Rich): Nominations for officers and committee 

chairs were presented and accepted. 

President:  Judith Fiorentino 

Vice President:  Sabrina Byrum 

Secretary:  Sally Colocho 

Treasurer:  Paulette Harrell 

Bylaws/Grievances:  Lisa Conroy 

Nominating:  Andrea Pappano 

Awards:  Marsha Laitinen 

Clinics/Shows:  Sabrina Byrum 

Meetings/Programs: Sabrina Byrum and Sally Colocho (cochairs) 

Budget/Fiscal: Cynthia Moore 

Newsletter/Website:  Joanne Lowery /Bob Duncan 

Membership:  Penny Lee 

Librarian:  Jean Stuart 

Publicity:  Kaleah Foley 

Volunteer Coordinator:  Lisa Foley 

CT Coordinator and CT Volunteer Coord .:  Vacant until Events resumed 

 

Awards (Debi Gilbert): The awards banquet will be held at Port of Madison on January 

21. An invitation will be sent out and RSVPs will be due by 9 January. Drinks will be 

served at 7:00 and the dinner will begin at 7:30. More information will be provided as the 

date approaches. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 

TVDCTA Officers  

(Effective 1 -1-2012) 
 

President: Judith Fiorentino 

125 Christopher Dr. 

Madison, AL   35757 

256-837-5474, steelprize@knology.net 

 

Vice President: Sabrina Byrum 

460 St. Clair Dr. 

New Market, AL   35761 

256-851-5504, sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Sally Colocho 

310 N. Jefferson St. 

Athens, AL   35611 

256-232-1054, sally@dbresearch.net 

 

Treasurer: Paulette Harrell 

3113 Hale Drive 

Huntsville, AL   35805 

256-652-4007, Paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com 
 

TVDCTA Committees  

(Effective 1 -1-2012) 
 
Bylaws/Grievances:  Lisa Conroy,  256-

698-0305, conroyl@knology.net 
 

Nominating:  Andrea Pappano, 256-489-

9901, snaguida@yahoo.com 
 
Awards:  Marsha Laitinen, 256-931-6201, 

mmlaitinen@yahoo.com 
 

Clinics/Shows:  Sabrina Byrum, 256-851-

5504, sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 
 
Meetings/Programs: Sabrina Byrum, 256-

851-5504, sabrinabyrum@gmail.com and 
Sally Colocho, 256-232-1054, sal-

ly@dbresearch.net, (cochairs) 
 

Budget/Fiscal: Cynthia Moore,    

256-325-7041, neptune75@knology.net 
 
Newsletter/Website:  Joanne Lowery, 
931-438-8308, lowery6005@bellsouth.net /

Bob Duncan, 256-895-9816,  

bduncan@hiwaay.net 
 
Membership:  Penny Lee, 256-348-4960, 

penelope01930@Yahoo.com 
 

Librarian:  Jean Stuart, 256-489-9762, 

jas5050.her@knology.net 
 
Publicity:  Kaleah Foley, 256-325-9954, 

steven.foley@knology.net 
 
Volunteer Coordinator:  Lisa Foley, 256-

325-9954, steven.foley@knology.net 

 
CT Coordinator and CT Volunteer 
Coord .:  Vacant until Events resume. 



 

 

 

 

 

Please send advertising copy with payment (payable to TVDCTA) to:  Paulette 

Harrell , 3113 Hale Drive, Huntsville, AL   35805 or digital copies can be e-mailed 

to: Paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com 

*Members may place one free Classified ad (up to 3 full width lines) per newsletter. 

2011-2012 Calendar of Events 

 

TVDCTA Bits Advertising Rates  

Book Report: 
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TVDCTA Bits Advertising Rates and 

Information: 

 

Business Cardéé..é..$  5/mo. 

1/4 Pageééééé.é$10/mo. 

1/2 Pageéééééé.$17/mo. 

Full Pageééééé.é$30/mo. 

Sponsor Stripéééé..$ 7/mo. 

Classifiedééé..é.$2/line/mo. 

 
Advertise for 5 months and get the 

sixth free. 

 
Classified ads will also be placed on 

our web site and may include a pho-

to (counts as an extra line). 

Become a part of the Newsletter Committee! 

 
Would you like to join the committee as a òfuture editor in trainingó, 

reporter or photographer? Or maybe you have a secret journalist hiding 

inside or need some writing experience on your resume or college appli-

cation? Even if none of these describes you, we need your tips, questions 

or topics of interest so that we can use the TVDCTA Bits Newsletter as a 

tool for news, fun and education. Any contribution, big or small should 

be sent to the editor, Joanne Lowery, 5 Anna Marie Lane, Fayetteville, 

TN 37334 or lowery6005@bellsouth.net by the 25th. Of each month. 
 Items subject to change at the editorõs discretion. 

December 13:  TVDCTA Christmas Party, 6:30 PM at Macaroni Grill, University and Old Monrovia Rd.  Please bring a gift to        

          exchange.  Contact Sabrina Byrum, 256-851-5504, sabrinabyrum@gmail.com or Sally Colocho, 256-232-1054,  

                        sally@dbresearch.net. (More details on the gift exchange will be coming to members by e-mail.)  

 
December 17:  Steel Prize Stables Christmas Party, 11:30 AM. Featuring dog agility, Quadrille and hopefully a Pas de Deux! Bring a 

          dish:  meat and soft drinks will be provided. Contact Judith Fiorentino, 256-837-5474 or 256-682-1200 to leave a 

          message. 

 
January 14-15:  Debbie Rodriguez Dressage Clinic at Steel Prize Stables. Day or overnight stabling available. Clinic $100/day, Stalls 

         $25/day.  Contact Judith Fiorentino at 256-837-5474. 

 
March 17-18:   Debbie Rodriguez Dressage Clinic at Steel Prize Stables. Day or overnight stabling available. Clinic $100/day, Stalls 

         $25/day.  Contact Judith Fiorentino at 256-837-5474. 

 
July 7-8:           Debbie Rodriguez Dressage Clinic at Steel Prize Stables. Day or overnight stabling available. Clinic $100/day, Stalls 

         $25/day.  Contact Judith Fiorentino at 256-837-5474. 

I recently attended a Masterson Method weekend clinic. Dur-

ing the weeks before, I spent a great deal of time watching his 
video (the same one thatõs in our library) and outlining the 
information so that I could better organize and remember the   

techniques. NO MORE of that! This new book, just out, 
provides all the video information (and so much more) in a 
beautiful, sturdy, hardcover edition with pages attached by a 
wire binder. This will make it easy to watch the video,  take 

the book to the barn, prop it up and refer to it as you work 
on your horse.  There are numerous excellent photo illustra-
tions and a òwhat ifó section at the end of each technique. 

There is also a òAddressing Performance Issuesó section to 
help you analyze the origin of your horseõs pain and tension 
(which is often not as obvious as you might think). A 

òBodyworkó section  covers individual disciplines including 

Dressage.   

 
If you get a chance to attend one of Jimõs clinics, donõt miss 
the opportunity. The clinic I attended was organized by a local 

dressage club and held at the Makerõs Mark Secretariat Cen-
ter on the grounds of the Kentucky Horse Park. We have 
Jimõs first video (a updated version available for purchase 

soon) in our library and will soon have this book also. 
Joanne lowery 

To order: 

 

www.mastersonmethod.com 

òWithout a doubt, Jim 

Mastersonõs work is 

AMAZING! It is gentle, 

effective, and strengthens the 

bond and communication 

between you and your horse. 

His method directly 

complements what I do while 

training. For me, itõs the 

perfect combination of both 

òphysical therapyó from the 

ground and from the saddleó 

-Jane Savoi Three-Time 

Olympic Coach, Speaker, 

Clinician and US Dressage 

Team Alternative 
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A resource for the knowledge you need to know about horses, 

their health care, dressage instruction, and more. Just go to the 

main website (www.usdf.org). 

 
To use this membership benefit, click on the e-TRAK icon and 

establish a log in. You will need your USDF # which is on the 

Group Member card you should have received in the mail. If 

you canõt find your card, there is an option to help you find 

your number online.  

 
Once you have logged in, you have free access to hundreds of 

articles, videos and other resources. There is a search engine 

or you may browse categories. There is also a Facebook page 

with daily postings and in the future it looks like there will be a 

Member Profile feature. 
 

 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ¦{5C /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 

ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ  ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 

ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŎƭƛǇǎΚ 

/ƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ άLƴǘǊƻ ǘƻ 

CǊŜŜǎǘȅƭŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ 

όbƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǇŀƎŜ мпύ

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜǎǘȅƭŜ 

ǾƛŘŜƻǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ  
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Thank You 
To  

Yetta and Bill Feltner  
For providing complimentary 
professional schooling show 

images for our newsletter 
 

www.shootitphotography.com  
shootitphotos@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 4165 
Huntsville, Al.   35815 

 
256-880 -3703 

256-682-4888 cell  
 

Links to event photography are 
also posted to our Facebook 
page following each event 



 

Page 5 TVDCTA Bits, December, 2011                                                                                   

Portraits in pastel by Virginia Moon . Starting 
at $250.00 depending on travel. I will take pho-

tos of your horse. Call 859 -0659 or email  

ginnymoon@aol.com . 

Classified Advertisements:  Memberõs (free*) classifieds will also appear on 
the TVDCTA web site (www.tvdcta.org). Note that the pictures will be in color and 

larger  if you look on the web! You may also submit pictures for inclusion in your ad. 

Please contact the editor to renew after three months. 

Portraits by Cathy . Horses, dogs cats and children. 

Your favorite photo or I can take them for you. $150 
for a head only, $200 and up for the whole animal, 
depending on the amount of background, rider etc. 

Call 721 -3946 or email me at czappe@mchsi.com . 
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EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 
119 Huntington Ridge Road; Madison, AL  

House - Barn - 9 Acres 
Incredible equestrian property in Madison.  Very nice barn on 9 acres and beautiful approx. 3300 sq. ft. 

home in a very private setting.  Only 10 minutes to Research Park. Custom built home has 3 bedrooms/2.5 
baths, 9-ft ceilings, hardwood floors, and large sunny rooms.  23x14 Family Room with awesome stone fire-

place. Gourmet kitchen. 4-Stall Barn includes foaling stall, large wash stall w/hot water, tack room w/
sink.  Rubber mats in stalls and hall; sliding doors on all stalls and barn.  Fully decked hay loft. Round pen/
lunge ring.  Two fully fenced pastures; smaller paddock with planked fence.  Security lights. Nelson Auto 

Waterer in pasture. 4-bay Equipment Shed--50x24 enclosed area for shavings storage.   
Jeanne Allen ; Keller Williams Realty.  Cell 256 -337 -7615. jeanneallen@kw.com    w ww.findinghuntsvillehomes.com  
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