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Marsha Laitinen:  Volunteer of  the Year 

Pictured: Trent Gilbert, a very surprised Marsha Laitinen and Sabrina Byrum 

A message from Marsha:  
 
Congratulations to all the award winners for 2011, and best wishes for an equally exciting show season in 

2012. But remember, you can't be eligible for year end awards without completing your 4 (four) hours of 

volunteer service for TVDCTA. As of 2012, both Juniors & Adults will be required to complete 4 hrs. to be 

eligible. Juniors, however may have their hours completed by an immediate family member (parent or guard-

ian, brother or sister). Yes, 4 hours is all it takes, many clubs require twice that amount. Volunteering is 

easy & fun. Worried you can't find the time to volunteer "during the show"? There are plenty of opportuni-
ties both before & afterwards to help out. Here are a list of ways you can complete your hours of service, 

have fun, learn about dressage & win year end awards. 

 
*Help with ring set up: Many barns will set up the arena in the days/week preceding the show if they don't 

maintain a permanent arena @ their facility. Contact the barn owner/show organizer to see if you can help. 
*Assemble show packets for participants: This includes placing the horse bridle number, show schedule, 

entry forms for a future show, etc. in the envelope that riders receive when they check in @ registration on 

the day of the show. 
*Ribbon boards: Place the number of ribbons on each "division/test" card to correspond to the number of 

riders in each class (1st-6th places). 

*Ring Steward: Keep riders on deck aware of their ride times & facilitate the flow in & out of the arena. 

*Runner: Collect completed tests from the scribe & deliver them to the scorerõs table. 
*Scribe: This is a GREAT learning opportunity as judges are WONDERFUL teachers & you get to watch 

some awesome rides. NOTE: This is a minimum half day commitment (start of show to lunch time, then  

(Continued on page 6) 
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TVDCTA Officers  
 

President: Judith Fiorentino 

125 Christopher Dr. 

Madison, AL   35757 

256-837-5474,  

steelprize@knology.net 

 
Vice President: Sabrina 

Byrum 

460 St. Clair Dr. 

New Market, AL   35761 

256-851-5504,  

sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Sally Colocho 

310 N. Jefferson St. 

Athens, AL   35611 

256-232-1054,  

sally@dbresearch.net 

 

Treasurer: Paulette Harrell 

3113 Hale Drive 

Huntsville, AL   35805 

256-652-4007,  

Paulette.tvdcta@hotmail.com 

 

Bylaws/Grievances:  Lisa 

Conroy,  256-698-0305, 

conroyl@knology.net 
 

Nominating:  Andrea Pap-

pano, 256-489-9901, 

snaguida@yahoo.com 
 

Awards:  Marsha Laitinen, 

256-931-6201, 

mmlaitinen@yahoo.com 
 

Clinics/Shows:  Sabrina 

Byrum, 256-851-5504,  

sabrinabyrum@gmail.com 
 

Meetings/Programs: Sabri-

na Byrum, 256-851-5504, sa-

brinabyrum@gmail.com and 

Sally Colocho, 256-232-1054, 

sally@dbresearch.net, 

(cochairs) 
 

Budget/Fiscal: Cynthia 

Moore,    

256-325-7041,  

neptune75@knology.net 

TVDCTA  Mission Statement:  

 

TVDCTA is a non-profit organization dedicated to encouraging a 
high standard of horsemanship through the use of classical dres-
sage techniques. The TVDCTA will disseminate educational materi-
al, sponsor and promote activities (such as clinics, seminars and 
competitions), and cooperate with other local and national organiza-
tions in developing and promoting better horsemanship. 

 
 

 

Newsletter/Website:  Jo-

anne Lowery, 931-438-8308, 

lowery6005@bellsouth.net /

Bob Duncan, 256-895-9816,  

bduncan@hiwaay.net 
 

Membership:  Penny Lee, 256-

348-4960, pennyleetvdc-

ta@gmail.com 
 

Librarian:  Jean Stuart, 256-

489-9762, 

jas5050.her@knology.net 
 

Publicity:  Kaleah Foley, 256-

325-9954, ste-

ven.foley@knology.net 
 

Volunteer Coordinator:  

Lisa Foley, 256-325-9954, ste-

ven.foley@knology.net 

 
CT Coordinator and CT 

Volunteer Co -ord .:  Vacant 

until Events resume. 
 

 

 

TVDCTA Committee Chairmen  
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TVDCTA Annual Awards Banquet, Port of Madison  

òI would like to thank the officers, the chairmen and 

all of the volunteers of this past year who have given 

so much in time and effort to the success of this or-

ganization 

 
For Starters, to deciBel Research and Sally Colocho. 

The use of the wonderful conference room of deciBel 

Research and Sallyõs untiring energy and work as Sec-

retary, Meetings and Programs Co-Chairman and 

Publicity Chairman. Sally has been a true gift to this 

organization and we should give her a hand and when 

you can, a very big Thank You. Sally continues into 

the new year offering deciBel Researchõs conference 

room and kitchen for our monthly meetings and her 

wonderful talents as the club Secretary. Sally, if you 

will please stand, we thank you very much. You and 

Sonja Rich have had great programs in 2011 and we 

are looking òforward to new information in 2012. 

 
Thank you to our past President Sonja Hinds who was unable to continue in her office this past year due to 

the extensive work that she does at Red Horse Ridge Stable. She is busy organizing a clinic for this weekend. 

 
Thank you to Paulette Harrell who has been our treasurer and Membership Chairman in the past year, keep-

ing our accounts straight and our memberships in order. Paulette is not able to be here this evening but I 

would like to give her our appreciation. She has agreed to be the Treasurer for the coming year. Penny Lee 

is a new member who is taking over the Membership Chairmanship and you have heard from her about get-

ting your membership dues in so we can have a financially secure club. Penny, please stand so that we may 

thank you. 

 
Debbie Hill has been the Awards Chairman and the keeper of the large number of ribbon boxes necessary 

to have on hand for the show season. Debbie, will you please stand so that we may thank you. 

 
Marsha Laitinen is giving the Bylaws/Grievances Committee Chairmanship to Lisa Conroy and taking over 

the Awards Chairmanship. Thank you both for your support of the club and will you both stand so that we 

may thank you. 

 

Cynthia Moore was our Librarian in 2011 and was responsible for the budget to set up a library and arrange 
 for the loaning of DVDs and books. Cynthia did well with her budget and I encourage members to look at 

the offerings of the library and get to know our new librarian, Jean Stuart. Jean will you please stand? Cynthia 

could not be here this evening and when you see her at the programs and meetings, please be sure and  

The following is  an address from our President, Judith 

Fiorentino,  delivered by  Bill Fiorentino, her husband  and 

our good friend: 

(Continued on page  4) 
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thank her for her efforts to put the library into place for our club. Cynthia is 

taking up the reins of the Budget and Finance Chairmanship so we can look for-

ward to hearing from her about getting our budgets in order. 

 
We have a family contribution in the new year with the Foleyõs, Lisa, Kaleah and 

Ciera who have become new members. Lisa is taking over as Volunteer Chair-

man, taking the volunteer book from Sabrina Byrum who did a wonderful job in 

2011 with our event volunteers and setting up a system to carry forward into 

the coming year. Kaleah Foley is taking the reins of the Publicity Committee 

Chairmanship from Sally Colocho and she will be getting the word out for the 

new activities in 2012. Kaleah left today with her horse for a trip South to Oca-

la, Florida and we wish her a great educational trip.  Sabrina will you please 

stand so that we may give you a hand of appreciation for your work last year? 

Sabrina has taken over the Shows and Clinics Committee and is the new Vice 

President of the club. I didnõt want you to think that she was not going to con-

tinue pouring all that wonderful energy into TVDCTA and its continued success. 

 
Our web site has been minded by Bob Duncan and prior to this last year, Bob 

has also handled the Newsletter. Thank you so much Bob for all that you have 

done to keep us in print and on the net. Bob, will you please stand up so that 

we may thank you? In 2011 the newsletter was turned over to Meris Greges 

and I know Bob appreciated handing over the reins of the newsletter and all of 

the members have appreciated Merisõs work in the print.  Thank you Meris. The 

newsletter is being handled this year by Joanne Lowery and I thank you Joanne 

for taking this job and we thank you for the January newsletter that you assem-

bled. We are looking forward to the information you share in 2012 and remem-

ber, members, please help and contribute articles to  Joanne. Joanne will you 

please stand? 

 
Thanks to Debi Gilbert who has organized this, our second annual awards ban-

quet at the Port of Madison. She has coordinated and done a great job. Debi, 

will you please stand? 

 
And finally, this is a volunteer organization, all of you are appreciated and all of 

you are necessary to keep our club going and to keep it joined into the commu-

nity. If you have a concern, contact your President, Judith Fiorentino. If you are 

happy and pleased, tell the Chairman of the Committee or show volunteer and 

let them know. 

 

And now, Trent (Gilbert), if you would, on to the awardsé..ó 

 

(TVDCTA Annual Awards, continued from page 3) 

Junior Intro Champion: Ken-

dall Smith and òInvest N 

Timeó (Scotty) 

Judith Fiorentino with Junior 

Training Level Champion: Nel-

lie Stallsmith and òZekeõs Last 

Chanceó. Nelli and Zeke also 

won Junior First Level Reserve 

Champion. 
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Classified Advertisements:  Memberõs (free*) classifieds will also appear on 
the TVDCTA web site (www.tvdcta.org). Note that the pictures will be in color and 

larger  if you look on the web!  You may also submit pictures (counts as an extra line)

for inclusion in your ad. Please contact the editor to renew after three months. 

Portraits by Cathy 
Ponies, Pets and People. Your favourite photo or I can take 

them for you. Prices start at $200. Call 256-604-9400 or email 

me at cathy.zappe@gmail.com 

 

TVDCTA Bits Advertising Rates   

Business Cardéé..é..$  5/mo. 

1/4 Pageééééé.é$10/mo. 

1/2 Pageéééééé.$17/mo. 

Full Pageééééé.é$30/mo. 

Sponsor Stripéééé..$ 7/mo. 

Classifiedééé..é.$2/line/mo. 

 
**********************************

Advertise for 5 months and get the 

sixth free. 

**********************************  

Please send advertising copy 

with payment (payable to 

TVDCTA) to:  Joanne Lowery, 

5 Anna Marie Lane, Fayette-

ville, TN 37334 or digital cop-

ies can be e-mailed to:  

lowery6005@bellsouth.net 

 

*Members may place one free 

Classified ad (up to 3 full width 

lines) per newsletter. 

mailto:cathy.zappe@gmail.com
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when rides resume after lunch till last test of the day). 

*Scorer: Another great way to learn about dressage & how judges award marks. 

*After show clean up/equipment pick up. 

 

Other volunteer opportunities include: 

*Writing an article for the newletter. 
*Give an inservice or presentation (45-60 minutes) @ the monthly meeting. DeciBel Research pro-

vides state of the art AV services for just such an event. 
*Have any other ideas, let us know. We are always looking for new & exciting way to get our mem-

bers involved. 

 
Note: Don't forget to sign the "Volunteer Hours form" maintained in the notebook by the Volun-

teer Coordinator & will be present @ each show. Also family members who complete volunteer 

service hours for their junior rider(s), please write the rider name on the form so that credit can be 

given to the appropriate individual. 

 

Thanks & happy riding, 

 

Marsha Laitinen, 
TVDCTA Awards Committee Chairman 

 

( Marsha Laitinen, continued from page 1) 

Judith Fiorentino with Junior 

Training Level Reserve Cham-

pion: Alisha Teele and 

òDerbyó 

Judith Fiorentino with Adult 

Amateur  Training Level 

Champion: Penny Lee and 

òHawkeyeó 

 

Left: Judith Fiorentino with 

Adult Amateur Training Level 

Reserve Champion:  Jean Stu-

art and òGloryó and 

òHawkeyeó 

Right: Open Training Level 

Champion: Andrea Pappano 

and òTitanó and òCall to 

Orderó. Andrea also won 

Third, Fourth, and Prix St. 

Georges Levels with 

òTahoeó and òSerenadaó.  

Pictured with Judith Fioren-

tino  
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2012 Calendar of Events 

 
 
March 17-18:   Debbie Rodriguez Dressage Clinic at Steel Prize Stables. Day or overnight stabling available. Clinic $100/day, Stalls 

         $25/day.  Contact Judith Fiorentino at 256-837-5474. 

 
July 7-8:           Debbie Rodriguez Dressage Clinic at Steel Prize Stables. Day or overnight stabling available. Clinic $100/day, Stalls 

         $25/day.  Contact Judith Fiorentino at 256-837-5474. 

 
March 31:         TVDCTA Schooling Show at Steel Prize Stables.  The Judge will be Lori Hoos from Franklin, TN. (See additional de-

           tails bottom page 6). Entry forms, coggins and checks made payable to TVDCTA should be mailed to Steel Prize  

           Stables, 125  Christopher Dr., Madison, AL.                                                                  See www.tvdcta.org 

                        Closing date for entries is March 16th. Late entries are subject to a late fee and availability at time of receipt. 

                        Note: It is the responsibility of the owner/rider of the horse to contact Steel Prize Stable directly to arrange for  

                        a stall. Separate payment should be made independent of TVDCTA. You may contact Judith Fiorentino at 

                        256-682-1200 or via e-mail at steelprize@knology.net 

 
May 12:            TVDCTA Schooling Show at Steel Prize Stables.  Entry forms, coggins and checks made payable to TVDCTA  

          should be mailed to Steel Prize Stables, 125 Christopher Dr., Madison, AL.                    See www.tvdcta.org 

                        Note: It is the responsibility of the owner/rider of the horse to contact Steel Prize Stable directly to arrange for  

                        a stall. Separate payment should be made independent of TVDCTA. You may contact Judith Fiorentino at 

                        256-682-1200 or via e-mail at steelprize@knology.net. Judge will be Mary Lewis, Sharpsburg, GA, R judge. 

 

May 13:             Post-show Clinic with Mary Lewis at Steel Prize Stables. 

 

 

Sept. 1:             TVDCTA Schooling Show at Red Horse Ridge, Gurley, AL.                                          See www.tvdcta.org 

                        Judge will be Charlotte Trentelman, Anthony, FL, S judge. http://www.rebelridge.net/ 

 

Sept. 2:              Clinic with Charlotte Trentelman at Steel Prize Stable. (Note: the clinic will not be at the show location) 

 

 

Oct 27:             TVDCTA Schooling Show at Flint Ridge Farm, Huntsville, AL.                                      See www.tvdcta.org 

                         Judge will be Dolly Hannon, Colorado, S judge. 

 

Oct 28:              Post-show clinic with Dolly Hannon at Flint Ridge Farm. All arrangements through Flint Ridge Farm. 

 Judith Fiorentino with Second Level 

Champion: Marie Lyons and 

òForrest Gumpó 

Judith Fiorentino with First Level 

Champion: Anne Chatterton and 

òKryptoniteó (James) 

Judith Fiorentino with First Level 

Reserve Champion: Debi Gilbert 

and òRuby Tuesdayó 


